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     The 
 Lantern 
 

 

Last Sunday’s Gospel reading was  Matthew 15:21-28, where Jesus 
healed the daughter of the Canaanite woman. He said to her, ‘O 
woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And 
her daughter was healed from that hour.’ It was a miracle. 
 
In May 1917, three Portugese children, Lucia Santos and Jacinta and 
Francesco Marteo, aged ten, eight and seven, claimed to have seen a 
Lady from Heaven who spoke to them about mankind’s need to 
change its approach to living. They said that a miracle would take 
place on October 13th  so that all would believe. They were laughed at 
and scolded by their families and when the story began to be talked 
about more widely, they were arrested and imprisoned by the local 
mayor. In spite of separating them and threatening them with various 
forms of punishment, each of the children persisted with the same 
story. 
 
On October 13th  a crowd of 70,000 people from all walks of life and 
persuasions, gathered to see the miracle which the children had told 
them to expect around midday. The vast crowd stood in the pouring 
rain for several hours till, shortly after midday, the clouds parted and 
they saw the sun turn different colours whilst apparently spinning on 
its axis. This lasted for about ten minutes. Then, the entire crowd saw 
the sun plunge towards the earth. They were terrified, as it seemed 
like the end of the world. When they looked again, the sun was in its 
accustomed place and though they had been standing in the pouring 
rain, they were completely dry. 
Adapted. The True Story of Fatima. John de Marche. 
 
There were hundreds of written testimonies as to what happened, so, 
was it a miracle? 
It would seem unlikely that so many thousands of people were 
simultaneously tricked or took part in a lie or that the detailed 
historical records, still in existence, were somehow “made up” later 
on without anyone realising it.  

 
During Jesus’ three years of public life, he performed many miracles, 
most of which were miracles of healing. Often associated with these 
acts of healing were the words, “Your sins are forgiven” or “Go and 
sin no more”. 
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These words would have been considered a blasphemy by the Jewish hierarchy for only God had the 
authority to forgive sins. Jesus was saying that He had that authority to decide who would enter the 
Kingdom, no matter what their status in life, provided they believed in Him and tried to live good lives.  
 

Therefore, at Fatima, during the First World War, “the Lady from Heaven” restated Jesus’ message to 
ordinary people: have a good look at your lives, remove the negative behaviours and return to God’s way 
– love God, love your neighbour, love yourself and peace will come not only to you personally, but to the 
world. 
 

Few people experience personal miracles but many of us have had an encounter in life that has made us 
think more deeply about ourselves. We may have undergone a healing process that has brought peace 
into our life, we may have become more accepting of ourselves, of other people, we may have become 
more aware of God’s Spirit within us.  
 

Dear “Lady from Heaven”, 
in every instance that you have appeared to people  
throughout the ages,  
you have always called them to your Son.  
Help us, now, to come to Him with open and willing hearts.   
Amen.  
 
God Bless, 
Mrs Delma Horan 
 

From the Assistant Principal 

Attendance 

Thank you to all the parents who ensure that their daughter is at school every day that is possible, barring 
illness. 

There has been a lot of research published recently in various mediums, highlighting the impact that even 
a single day can have on a student’s learning. If on the day of absence an important concept is introduced 
and is crucial to the next few lessons then obviously the absent student is disadvantaged. 

Girls should only be absent through illness or due to a circumstance beyond their control. 

Written explanations must be given to reconcile any absence. This is both a system and legislative 
requirement. Letters should be sent in on the day of your daughter’s return to school. The homeroom 
teacher and the Year Coordinator will follow up unexplained absences.  

Students have four holiday blocks per year. Please organise family holidays for these periods of time. 
Holidays during term time are not beneficial to your daughter’s learning. 

If for some extraordinary reason you need to take your daughter out of school during term then you must 
fill out the exemption form that is available from the front office and on the College website. This is a 
requirement from both the Catholic Education Office and the State Government. 

Catholic ethos 

When dealing with student matters it has been my recent experience to have all parties, including 
parents, appreciative of the fact that we belong to a Catholic community in which forgiveness and 
reconciliation are both talked about and lived. As sacramental people we are called upon to give life to 
ideas and possibilities of doing things differently and better. I anticipate this experience to continue in a 
community such as Nagle that has a fine tradition in being a place of living faith.  

Mr Michael Hall 



 Educating girls in the tradition of the Presentation Sisters since 1965.   

58A Orwell Street 3 Email: nagle@parra.catholic.edu.au 
Blacktown, NSW 2148  Ph: 8887-4501 
  Fax: 9831-1936 
 

From the REC 
See You Be Brave! 

On Wednesday, Thursday and Friday of last week I 

had the absolute privilege of taking Year 11 

students on retreat at Stanwell Tops. I was so 

moved by the way in which these young women 

entered into the spirit of the occasion. Our theme 

was “See You Be Brave” and we certainly did see 

some moments of bravery.  

We shared a number of whole group input 

sessions where teachers shared with student’s 

moments and people in their lives which have 

taught them to be brave, we had four different 

workshops at which the girls explored various 

aspects of bravery and we had many small group 

discussions during which girls shared their ideas, 

dreams and fears. 

As well as prayer each morning and before each 

meal we had a wonderful reconciliation and 

healing liturgy and a beautiful dawn mass to celebrate the Feast of the Assumption. We thank Father 

Peter Confeggi who made this possible despite 

his very busy schedule. 

Retreats are one of the best parts of my job 

and I thank you for allowing your daughters to 

come and be such an important part of my 

spiritual formation. I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank the teachers who came 

with us on retreat in particular I would like to 

thank Mrs Gillian Mendez, Ms Lauren Simpson 

and Mr Andrew Wilson for their unfailing 

support of me in their preparation of the 

retreat.  

 

Ms Ellen Lonergan 
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From the Leader of Teaching and Learning 

Schools are always very busy places, especially for senior students and their teachers. Currently 

corrected trial examination papers are being returned to the Year 12 girls and Year 11 students are 

preparing for their exams in Weeks 8 and 9. At the same time Year 10 students and their parents 

have been involved in interviews to discuss their programme of study leading to their HSC in 2016 

and Year 8 students have been choosing their elective subjects for Stage 5.  

Regardless of the stage of their learning, it is essential that’s students have sufficient support to 

complete their personal revision or homework. This support should include a quiet place to work, a 

place where resources such as access to the internet are available but where distractions such as 

mobile phones are minimised. 

Providing such support can be difficult at times. Shared bedrooms can limit the quiet that is needed 

to concentrated and students’ attachment to their electronic devices, especially their mobile 

phones, can be the source of disagreement in the home, Whether your daughter is in Year 7 or in 

Year 12, talk to her about the way she is approaching her work and encourage her to identify 

strategies that will support her academic success. 

To provide extra support for the girls, particularly our senior students, we will be extending the 

College library hours. Each week the library will be open until six o’clock on Tuesday, Wednesday 

and Friday.  We hope that this will allow the girls to have increased access to the resources required 

for their study, whether this is preparation for exams or the completion of assessment tasks. 

As Year 12 students review their performance in their trial examinations, it is crucial that they 

remain focused on their goals. Regardless of their results in the trials, the girls must remember that 

it is possible to build on their performance so far. If you are the parent of a Year 12 student, make 

sure that your daughter has thoroughly discussed her recent performance with her teacher and is 

clear about what she now needs to do. Students can become exhausted with the end of their 

schooling in sight. However, the practice essays and questions that teachers recommend at this 

stage are a perfect opportunity for all students to pinpoint the areas that seem challenging and to 

refine the way that they approach examination questions. Practice responses should be completed 

within the timeframe of HSC exams and the girls should be developing the self-discipline to complete 

questions in this way. 

When the final results are received, it is important that the girls don’t have any lingering doubts 

about what they should have done and what their results could have been.  Hopefully, by remaining 

determined, motivated and self-disciplined there should be few regrets. At the end of the day, the 

next round of assessments is only the next step in their learning journey. 

 

Ms Dympna Reavey 

 

 



 Educating girls in the tradition of the Presentation Sisters since 1965.   

58A Orwell Street 6 Email: nagle@parra.catholic.edu.au 
Blacktown, NSW 2148  Ph: 8887-4501 
  Fax: 9831-1936 
 

Year 7 News 

One of the many joys of my position is that I get to 

spend time with Year 7 during their Learn To Learn 

lessons.  This term we have embarked on a new 

challenge, the challenge of becoming a resilient young 

person. The purpose of this challenge is to teach our 

students some of the key skills that are required to 

become a resilient young person. Some of these skills 

include problem solving, social skills and optimistic 

thinking.  

We started off our challenge by participating in a range 

of team building activities in the MPR. The students 

worked in small groups, their Learning Group and as a 

whole year group to meet the challenge of each activity. 

The goal of the lesson was to have students step out of 

their comfort zone and to spend time with their fellow 

peers in a different and fun setting. 

This week the students together with their Learn To Learn teacher, have begun to work through a 

website titled, Embrace the Future  www.embracethefuture.org.au  

This website has been specially designed for young people to help them learn how to become more 

resilient and that means being happier, stronger and more confident. While our students will gain 

much benefit from viewing this website in class, there is no doubt that they will gain immeasurably 

much more if what they have learnt is being supported and reinforced by their family.  

Year 7 should be proud of all that they are doing at the moment. They are working very hard to meet 

the requirements of their classwork and have been actively involved in a range of activities outside 

of the classroom. 

Mrs Diane Shean 
Year 7 Coordinator 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.embracethefuture.org.au/
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Year 8 Science Longneck Lagoon Excursion 

On Monday 4th, Tuesday 5th and Monday 11th August Year 8 A, B, C & D students and teachers 

headed to Longneck Lagoon, the environmental education centre at Maraylya. For four weeks now, 

Year 8 students have been working on their assessment task “My Nagle Island” and this excursion 

was so important for students to develop the concept of the interrelationship of organisms with 

their environment and the methods used to investigate these relationships. Longneck as a site has 

been used for investigating a wetland as a fragile ecosystem. It is field work based and very hands on 

with water quality testing, vegetation transects and identification of plants and animals as well as 

management systems. Students have been working on different and exciting activities for example: 

how parameters affect the ecosystem transect, also distribution and abundance of organisms 

(Terrestrial and Aquatic). Students have been measuring and testing the following as small groups: 

 Measuring Slope using Clinometer 

 Measuring Light Intensity 

 Soil Measuring pH 

 Soil Texture, Soil Moisture 

 Turbidity, Salinity 

 Water Temperature  

 Water Quality 

 Water Turbidity  

 Water pH  

 Water Salinity  
 

The girls are to be congratulated on their team spirit and co-operation as well as their willingness to 

move outside their comfort zones by confronting their fears in dealing with different organisms.  

Mrs Hala Jibrail 
Science Teacher 
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Year 8 News 

The Semester 2 Class Captains have been selected! There were quite a number of students who 

were very interested in developing their leadership skills and it was very pleasing to see such a high 

standard of candidature who put their case forward for the position of Class Captain. The successful 

applicants were presented and badged by their Homeroom teacher before the whole year group. 

                              8:7 – Nupoor Talati               Shauna Abel 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                         

                       8:13 – Cheryl Kumar       Aswithaa Visakeswaran 
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              8:35 – Marina Santanelli       Ayak Ajak 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  8:36 – Jemma Maitland                       Kassy Papadimatos 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                        8:37 – Sarah Carey           Cassandra Murray 
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“Year 8 Are Awesome!!” 

Here are some photos from the Year 8 BBQ that was held last Tuesday. The Year 8 team 

decided to hold a BBQ for Year 8 as a reward for the outstanding work that they have done 

so far this year. It has been very rewarding for all of us to see the great work that is being 

done on a daily basis, both inside the classroom and out. The girls have demonstrated a 

strong sense of community and are always very supportive of each other.  

Well done Year 8 – keep up the fantastic work!! 

Mr Houseman (Year Co-ordinator) and the Year 8 Team 
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Year 9 News 

Year 9 in their Learning to Learn Lessons have been exploring leadership and identifying the qualities 

of a good Peer Leader. 

“Leadership is a process which guides a group towards a common purpose. 

Leaders utilise skills, strengths and characteristics in a range of contexts. 

Authentic leaders model appropriate interactions, empower others and make a lasting contribution.” 

Peer Support Australia 2013. 

 

The Year 9 Students have been developing skills through participating in activities. These activities 

encourage students to step outside of their comfort zones, to undertake a challenge, to 

communicate effectively and to work as part of a team. 

In week 4, students attended “The Great Aussie Bush Camp” at Tea Gardens. This not only gave 

them practical opportunities to explore leadership but also helped many students face their fears 

with determination and strength. 

The Year 9 cohort had a wonderful time at camp and I congratulate them all on their efforts, 

behaviour and extremely positive attitude.   

I would also like to thank the teachers who attended camp. Your efforts, enthusiasm and 

encouragement of the Year 9 students contributed to the overall memorable experience.  

Bianca Vieiro 
Year 9 Co-ordinator 
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‘THE GREAT AUSSIE BUSH CAMP’ 
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Year 10 experiences Shakespeare’s Macbeth at the Opera House 

On Monday the 11th of August Year 10 had the opportunity of 

experiencing a Shakespearean play, Macbeth, performed by Bell 

Shakespeare at the Opera House. Year 10 have been studying 

Shakespearean tragedy and some have even been focusing on 

the play Macbeth.  

The play focuses on themes that are relevant within today’s 

society such as deception, power, loyalty and ambition. The 

play’s central character, Macbeth, has many character flaws and 

his choices together with the influence of the witches and his wife, Lady Macbeth, result in a tragic 

ending for him. This classic play was set in modern times with characters communicating to each 

other on mobile phones. This allowed the audience to interact with the play and see its relevance to 

today’s times. 

Seeing the play live gave us the opportunity to witness such an incredible performance and allowed 

us to visualise and understand the play even better. We were all very fortunate to experience a 

Shakespearean tragedy live, as it gave us a better insight to the relevance of Macbeth character to a 

modern audience. Following the performance we enjoyed lunch in the Botanic gardens and enjoyed 

the spectacular view of Sydney Harbour. 

In the days that followed the viewing of the performance, the opportunity arose for us to participate 

in a Q&A with the cast of Macbeth. It was a fantastic experience to be able to interact with members 

of the cast and ask questions about how they get into character and their own interpretations of 

Macbeth. This helped us to develop our own understanding of the play and enhanced the viewing 

experience! 

Zoe Hooper, Kelly Garland and Gurleen Kaur  

(Year 10 students) 
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Year 12 News 

Our Year 12 girls have now settled back into class after the Trial period. We have met as a 

Year group on a few occasions to provide the girls with information about what lies ahead 

for them for the rest of this term. The girls have also received their UAC books along with an 

information sheet which will enable them to start investigating courses which interest them 

and be more informed about requirements for those. It would be beneficial for yourself and 

your daughter to read this information together and discuss possible choices for them. 

Appointments can be made to see Mrs Farrugia who will guide the girls and assist them in 

making some choices. 

I have spoken to the girls about the importance of their punctuality and regular attendance 

for the rest of this term as the learning that takes place now is crucial for their progress. The 

feedback that they are now receiving from their teachers about their performance in their 

courses is crucial. I have also reminded the girls that they need to make maximum use of 

their study lessons and ensure that they have productive work to complete during those 

lessons. 

You will soon receive further information regarding the key events for Year 12 for the rest of 

the term, specifically their Graduation which will be the culmination of their time here at 

the College. 

I thank you for your support with these key events and if you require any assistance or 

further information regarding anything else, please do not hesitate to contact me at the 

College on 88874501. 

 

Christine Smith 
Year 12 Co-ordinator 
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Winter Warrior Interschool’s Challenge 

 

On Tuesday, August 12 six girls from our school participated in the Winter Warrior Interschool’s 
Challenge. Our team members were Alyson Armitage, Bronte Groeneveld, Darcy Ward, Rebecca 
Copping, Katherine Tanks and myself. We endured a 15 km course filled with all types of terrain and 
a range of obstacles.  
 

Held in Gunnedah, we started our 6-hour car drive on Monday afternoon and spent the night at the 
Lake Kepit Sport and Recreational Centre. The 15 km obstacle course was for Years 9-12 and was 
broken down into three elements starting with a 5 km run, followed by a 2.5 km carry challenge and 
finished with a 7.5 km obstacle course. The event focuses on team building, skills, co-operation and 
the encouragement we provide our team members. We had to work together to help each other 
through our fears. It was not only a physical test of endurance but also a mental one. We were 
pushed to our absolute limits. Even though tears were shed we managed to finish.  We are proud to 
say that Nagle was the only Sydney team out of seventeen teams that made it all the way to the 
finish line and we were one of only two girl teams that attended.  
Over the two days all the girls had a 
great time; filled with lots of laughs. 
We also learnt a lot about team 
building skills and the importance of 
staying together as a team. We 
completed the course after an 
exhausting three hours, but had lots 
and lots of fun and memories were 
shared.  The girl’s team from Sydney 
provided a talking point and even 
made it into the local paper and the 
Sydney news on Tuesday night.  
We would like to say a huge thank you 
to Fiona Tanks for driving all of us up 
and back and for all the 
encouragement she provided along the way.  The Winter Warrior Challenge was a great experience 
for us all and we would encourage younger students to participate in these events in years to come. 
 
Gabrielle Tanks - Year 12 student 
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DANCE NEWS 
 
Earlier this year a group of girls auditioned for a place in the school’s Hip Hop Dance Team. After 
auditioning the team was selected. After being selected to be part of the team, 38 girls committed to 
giving up lunch times and holidays to rehearse. After spending months working with two Year 12 
students, Zoe Apap and Stephanie Endycott to learn the choreography, the girls were finally set for 
the competition.  
 
Friday the 15th of August finally arrived and the girls started extremely early in the morning by 
getting on the bus at 7.30am to be at Joan Sutherland Performing Arts by 8.00am.  This gave us 
plenty of time to braid each other’s hair and do our makeup. After spending a few hours braiding 
hair and putting makeup on, the Year 11s arrived. We then had lunch and dressed into our 
costumes. We were feeling a range of emotions, excitement and nerves, but most importantly 
feeling confident that we could do well.  
 
We went backstage where we met our competition, smiled for a photo, and had a quick run through 
our routine with some encouraging words from our team.  Our names were called and we entered 
the stage to a roar from the crowds made up of parents and other people from different schools, but 
the only voices we could hear were Mrs Concato, Miss Attwood, Steph, Zoe and Jess. The music 
started and the lights lit up. We started our routine and before we knew it, it was over.  
 
We met backstage with Mrs Concato and Miss Attwood along with Steph and Zoe, where we were 
told that we had performed the routine the best we have ever done and sold it to the judges.  Many 
of us were getting overwhelming compliments from other schools and teachers saying how well we 
performed, which made us feel like we truly performed to the best of our ability.  
 
It was time, sitting anxiously in the auditorium whilst every other category was called. The hip hop 
category was called, third place was awarded and then second was about to be called when we 
heard "Nagle College"!!! We were overwhelmed with emotion, but especially happiness and pride. 
We went on stage to collect our medals and to be congratulated by the judge and other schools.  
 
Overall it was a great day and a great learning experience.  
 
By Jess Graham and Taylah Bindley  
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Nagle College 

Acceptable Use Policy for Technology 

 
INTRODUCTION: 
The students at Nagle College will have access to a variety of technological resources including (but 
not limited to): communication devices, computers, tablets, and all resources connected to the 
network and the Internet. This Agreement also refers to work and communication on those devices 
including (but not limited to): social networking, blogging, Web 2.0 sites, digital media, video 
conferencing, email, etc… 
 

PURPOSE: 
The technology at Nagle College will be used to enhance student learning by providing students with 
to opportunity to inspire excellence through effective research, communication, and innovation. This 
access will allow students to set a foundation for success by establishing a core understanding of the 
safe and appropriate use of technology both in school and at home. 
 

PRIVILEGE: 
Access to technology is a privilege, not a right. Inappropriate use of technology can result in the 
access to technology being revoked and disciplinary action may be taken. The Nagle College teachers 
and staff may suspend, limit or revoke the access to technology at any time. 
 

FILTERING AND MONITORING: 
Nagle College has the right to monitor, copy, review and document any usage of the College 
technology resources. The Nagle College teachers and staff have the authority to assess the 
appropriateness of technology use. Students who misuse these resources will be subject to discipline 
(including suspension or expulsion) and their privileges can be revoked. IT staff have the ability to 
monitor your internet usage (i.e. see how much you watch YouTube), however IT staff cannot see 
any secure details, such as usernames, passwords or emails. 
 

PLAGIARISM / COPYRIGHT / LICENSING: 
Plagiarism means to use the words or ideas of another person as if they were your own.1 Nagle 
College students are expected to give proper credit to all of the sources used in their learning, 
whether quoted directly or summarised. Additionally, students will follow copyright laws in regards 
to software, authorship and the copying of information and media including graphics, movies, music 
and text. 
 

SECURITY: 
Please use only assigned accounts, and never use or view passwords other than your own or share 
your password with others. Do not post or distribute any private information about yourself or 
others including (but not limited to) phone numbers, full names, personal photos, and other forms 
of identification. 
 
 
1 "Plagiarize." MerriamWebster. MerriamWebster, 
Web. 21 July 2014. <http://www.merriamwebster.com/dictionary/plagiarize>. 
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NETWORK SECURITY / SERVER: 
When at Nagle, please access the network only through the authorised school server. 
Please be respectful of our limited bandwidth. Do not use the school network to download large 
files, as doing-so can cause the network to malfunction school-wide. 
 
NOTIFICATION: 
Please notify a teacher or administrator if you encounter any technological issues. 
If find another person’s use of technology questionable or offensive, please notify a teacher, 
administrator, or Year Coordinator immediately. 
 
CODE OF CONDUCT: 
Please be respectful of the technology and of the community by ensuring that you: 
● keep screens closed or down, unless instructed by a teacher. 
● use headphones when listening to audio and only upon teacher’s discretion. 
● use appropriate language and graphics. 
● use resources for appropriate educational purposes. 
 
CONNECTING PERSONAL DEVICES: 
In order to connect a personal device to the Nagle College’s Wireless Internet, the device must: 
● have a screen size larger than 7”. 
● have a password on it. 
● adhere to WHS rules (i.e.: Not have exposed wires or leaking battery, etc.). 
● be a Mac laptop, iPad, Windows 7 Pro edition or Windows 8 Pro edition device. 
The device must be enrolled by IT in order to receive the correct wireless settings. When the device 
is enrolled, IT have the ability to push Nagle’s wireless settings to the device and also revoke Nagle’s 
wireless settings if required. IT does not have access to any data stored on a personal device and 
cannot see any secure details, such as usernames, passwords or emails. 
 
ENROLLMENT SPECIFICATIONS: 
FOR MACS: IT will install a small application used to receive the wireless settings. This will require 
you to enter your password for installation. 
FOR iPADS: IT will install a profile which is used to receive the wireless settings. This will require you 
to enter your password for installation. 
WINDOWS DEVICES: IT will bind the device to Nagle’s network which will allow for wireless settings 
to be received. This will require you to enter your password for installation. 
You might notice an extra user account on your device. This account only has rights to apply network 
updates to your device and nothing else. 
 
 
Inspired by: "Internet Acceptable Use Agreements / Overview." Internet Acceptable Use Agreements / Overview. Davis School District, 
Web. 23 
July 2014. http://www.davis.k12.ut.us/site/Default.aspx?PageID=1530> 
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Please remove and return ONLY this page to your homeroom teacher. 
 
 
 
LETTER OF AGREEMENT 
STUDENT 
I have read and accept this Acceptable Use Policy, and I agree to comply with the conditions that it 
outlines. I understand that my use of technology will be monitored and that the use of Nagle College 
technology is a privilege. I understand that any violations of this policy can result in the loss of 
technology or to disciplinary action as deemed appropriate by the Nagle College teachers/staff or by 
the appropriate authority. 
 
 
Full Name (printed): _______________________________________ Homeroom: ______________ 
 
Signature: _________________________________________________Date:__________________ 
PARENT OF GUARDIAN 
As the parent or guardian of this student, I have read the Acceptable Use Policy and I understand 
that these resources are designed for educational purposes. I also recognise that it is impossible to 
completely restrict access to controversial materials. I hereby give permission for my child to be 
given access to information and communication technologies and deemed appropriate by Nagle 
College, including access to email and the Internet. 
Name: _____________________________________________________ Date: __________________ 
 
PLEASE READ AND SIGN THIS AGREEMENT. 

 

 

Please remove and return ONLY this page to your homeroom teacher. 

 

 

All students must ensure that the Acceptable Use for Technology form is signed and returned to their 

homerooms by the end of Week 7.  Please contact Ms Eva Price, our College Librarian on 88874501 

if you have any questions. 
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Transition News 

ACU Law Programs-Global, Practical and Ethical 

At the beginning of 2014, the Thomas More Academy of Law welcomed the inaugural class of Law 

students to the Australian Catholic University’s North Sydney Campus. The aim is to provide students 

with a solid knowledge of the Law as well as an understanding of the needs of the wider community, 

equipping them to build fulfilling careers, whether in the Law or elsewhere in society. A hallmark of 

ACU’s Law degree is the requirement for students to undertake 80 hours pro bono work each year, 

commencing in their second year. This provides students with valuable first-hand experience of legal 

practice while also making a direct contribution to their community. 

The Thomas More Academy of Law would like to invite potential future students and parents to an 

upcoming free event to be held at our North Sydney Campus. 

Date:  Wednesday 17 September 2014 

Time: 6pm-7.30pm 

Venue: The Peter Cosgrove Centre, Tenison Woods House 

Level 22, 8-10 Napier Street, North Sydney 

For more information about the presenters and to RSVP for the event, go to  

www.acu.edu.au/lawpanel 

ACU’s Early Entry Program 

Applications are now open for ACU’s Early Achievers’ Program (EAP) This program considers the 

contribution you have made to your community through your school or workplace, local community 

organization, cultural and/or religious group. 

One of the biggest benefits of the program is that successful applicants receive an offer well ahead of 

the usual tertiary admissions announcements. 

You can apply if you are currently in Year 12, if you are a non-recent school leaver (such as a mature-

age student). Both domestic and international students can apply if you hope to enrol in a course at 

ACU. 

EAP Applications 

 Open – Monday 11 August 

 Close – Monday 20 October 

 Outcome advice – end of November 

 

To apply  and find out more visit : www.acu.edu.au/study_at_acu/alternate_entry/early_entry 

If you have any questions, please call 1300 ASK ACU (1300 275 228) or 

email futurestudents@acu.edu.au. 

http://www.acu.edu.au/lawpanel
http://www.acu.edu.au/study_at_acu/alternate_entry/early_entry
mailto:futurestudents@acu.edu.au


 Educating girls in the tradition of the Presentation Sisters since 1965.   

58A Orwell Street 24 Email: nagle@parra.catholic.edu.au 
Blacktown, NSW 2148  Ph: 8887-4501 
  Fax: 9831-1936 
 

Australian Defence Force Information Session 

 Engineering – Monday 25th August 
 Women in Defence – Wednesday 3rdSeptember 
 Australian Defence Force Academy – Thursday 4th September 

  
Venue:  Defence Force Recruiting 
               Level 4, 9 George Street, Parramatta 
  
Time: 6:30pm – 8:30pm 
 
Bookings: If you have a candidate ID number please call 13 19 02. If you do not have a candidate ID 
number please email CPTNSW@dfr.com.au 

 

Women in Engineering Conference 

Engineers Australia Sydney is hosting its inaugural Experience It! Student Conference on Wednesday, 

24 September 2014 at the University of New South Wales. 

 

An existing issue faced by the engineering profession is attracting young women from secondary 

schools to study engineering and consider it a progressive, dynamic and character-building 

career.  Our solution is to provide a fun, interactive and informative 1-day conference for students 

in Years 9-12. 

If students want to know more about engineering and what they can do as an engineer, this 

conference is for them! 

 

What will students get out of it? 

Students will get to explore the peculiar, bizarre and awe-inspiring applications of engineering 

through: 

  - Hands-on workshops; 

  - Situational team-based activities; 

  - Talks from current engineering students and industry representatives; 

  - Learn what engineering is about and the careers and opportunities available to them. 

 

Who will be there? 

Workshops and activities will be run by UNSW, UTS and Robogals Global(Create TBC).  EA Women in 

Engineering representatives and event sponsors - the UNSW, Minerals Council of Australia and GHD 

will also be present. 

 

Event information: 

Venue: Scientia (Galleries) – UNSW Australia (120 capacity) 

Date: Wednesday, 24 September 2014 (8.45am – 3.30pm) 

Cost: FREE!           Registrations Close: 5 September 2014 

 

For more information, visit the following webpage:  

www.engineersaustralia.org.au/events/experience-it-student-conference-2014 

mailto:CPTNSW@dfr.com.au
http://www.engineersaustralia.org.au/events/experience-it-student-conference-2014
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2014 ADFA Open Day 
Open Day at the Australian Defence Force Academy (ADFA) is an ideal opportunity for you to 
experience first-hand this unique, world class training and educational facility. If you are interested in 
combining a challenging and exciting career in the Australian Defence Force with a degree, then you 
should come along and find out more. It is your chance to see a range of exciting displays by the Navy, 
Army and Air Force and learn everything you need to know about life at ADFA. 
 

Defence and University staff will be on hand providing careers and course information. ADFA Navy 
Midshipmen and Army and Air Force Officer Cadets will also be available to talk to you about life at 
ADFA. They can give you a first-hand account of their military and academic studies and experience. 
 

ADFA Midshipmen and Officer Cadets will also navigate the above-pool obstacle course, abseil down 
the side of a building. You will also be entertained by live music during the day. 
   
Date: Saturday, 30th August 2014 
 
Time: 9.00 am until 4.00 pm 
 
Location: ADFA, Northcott Drive in Campbell, ACT.   
 
Transport: DFR Parramatta will be providing a free bus which will leave from Defence Force 
Recruiting, 9 George Street Parramatta at 7am and will return at 6pm. 
 
To book a seat on the bus please RSVP to CPTNSW@dfr.com.au 
 
Once you have registered your interest with an RSVP we will send out the necessary paperwork to 
come along on the bus. Family and friends are also welcome to attend 
 
Places are strictly limited so get in quick. 
  
Young Achiever’s Early Program at Notre Dame 
 
This Program rewards academic excellence, commitment to/excellence in sporting or cultural pursuits, 
and/or community service. Applications are due by 1 September and successful applicants will receive 
an offer before they sit their final HSC exams. 
   
In its short time in Sydney, Notre Dame has become famous for its graduate employment rates, which 
are 10% higher than the national average. The Good Universities Guide has also rated the University 
five stars for starting salaries, as well as teaching quality and overall graduate satisfaction. Students 
receive strong personal attention due to our smaller cohort sizes and will benefit from extensive 
practical experience (up to 30 weeks in our Education programs!). 
  
If students would rather apply for the main round of offers, they can download an application form 
from www.nd.edu.au/applynow. They submit this form, along with supporting documentation, 
directly to Notre Dame, by 26 September. This is because Notre Dame operates separately from UAC. 
Those who fill out their UAC preferences AND submit an application to Notre Dame are doubling their 
options. Notre Dame just doesn’t  look at  ATAR scores, but take a more holistic approach to 
admissions, considering each applicant as a whole person. 
  
Interested students are encouraged to have a look at the 2015 Course Guide at www.nd.edu.au/prospectus and 
to consider registering for the Open Day at http://www.notredame.edu.au/openday. 

mailto:CPTNSW@dfr.com.au
http://www.nd.edu.au/applynow
http://www.nd.edu.au/prospectus
http://www.notredame.edu.au/openday/
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    FREE JOBSEEKER WORKSHOP 
               Held monthly 10am – 12noon at Skilling & Employment 

How to Find Work in Difficult Times 

& How to Interview Successfully 

Free Facilities available after initial appointment: 

 Internet access to job search sites 

 Fax, photocopier & telephones 

 Newspapers 

 Assistance with resume preparation and updates 

 Help with job applications 

 Information regarding local training courses 

 Information regarding apprenticeships & traineeships 

 Support whilst you search for a job 
 

WHERE:  Skilling & Employment 

51 Phillip Street, St Marys 

PHONE: Amber, Kim or Jan on 9673 1225 

Email: skillandemploy@lendlease.com 

Check out our new Website for local jobs and training 

www.skillingandemployment.com.au 

Skilling & Employment is a local community initiative funded by Lend Lease to assist job ready people 

in the Ropes Crossing, Jordan Springs and surrounding areas.  An initial appointment will be made to 

assess how we may be able to help people job search.  

 

It is our aim to encourage people to be independent & motivated in their job search and use every 

endeavour to find appropriate work within 4 months of becoming a member of our Centre. 
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Messages from the Business Manager 

SCHOOL FEES – due 19/8/2014 

All School Fee Accounts have now been sent out and Term 3 fees are due 19th August, 2014.  If you 

are unable to finalise your account by the due date, please contact me on 88874501 to discuss 

payment. 

All school fee discussions are strictly confidential. 

 CHANGE OF CONTACT DETAILS 

During the course of the year families might need to change contact details, eg; address, phone 

numbers, etc.  So that our information is always up-to-date, we would appreciate if you could 

contact the office with any changes so that they can be noted on our system.    

CHANGES TO OUR SCHOOL UNIFORM 

We are introducing changes to our Sport Uniform in Year 2015.  This is a progressive change over the 

next 2 years, which will include all items.  Year 7 2015 will be the first year to wear the new Sport 

Uniform. 

Due to the increase in manufacturing costs, in 2015 we will have to meet these costs with an 

increase in our prices. Watch this space for more details!! 

We are offering a bargain to our existing families to purchase the sports uniform stock on hand at 

cost price. 

All Year 10 students will be moving into their Senior Uniform in Term 4, 2014 and must purchase 

their uniform prior to the close of Term 3 (19th September 2014).    

Uniform Shop WILL NOT be open during the school holidays.  

Snr Uniform 
Snr Blouse $45.00 
Snr Tie  $20.00 
Snr Cardigan  $85.00   (orders will be taken) 
 
Mary Fairhurst 

 

 

 

(Please choose carefully, no refunds or exchange) 

ITEM WAS SALE PRICE 

White Polo Shirt $30.00 $20.00 

Sports Shorts – current style $30.00 $20.00 

Tracksuit  - current style $100.00 $75.00 

Jumpers  - current style $80.00 $65.00 

  SALE 
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From Bishops Office 

Position Vacant: Tribunal Interviewer 

The Tribunal of the Catholic Church, Diocese of Parramatta, has a vacancy for a part-time position of 
Tribunal Interviewer. Tasks include interviewing people with regard to marriage annulment and case 
management. The position requires excellent communication skills, both written and verbal, for 
advising on marriage nullity cases and recording interviews, as well as a high level of computer skills. 
The highest level of confidentiality is essential. Previous experience in interviewing is essential. The 
position is located in the Tribunal Office in Parramatta. 

Applications: Send your written application to the Tribunal’s Director, Mrs Paula Kerr, PO Box 3006, 
North Parramatta, NSW, 1750. Mark the envelope ‘Application for Tribunal Interviewer’. 

Applications close on Monday 18 August 2014. 

Holy Hour for Vocations 

Everyone is welcome to join the Holy Hour for Vocations on the 3rd Thursday of each month for an 
hour of adoration, prayer, music and quiet time. To find out more about priesthood in the Catholic 
Diocese of Parramatta contact Fr Warren Edwards – Vocations Director: tel 0409 172 
700, vocations@parra.catholic.org.au 

Date: Thursday 21 August, from 7pm-8pm. 

Venue: Blessed Sacrament Chapel, St Patrick’s Cathedral, 1 Marist Place, Parramatta. 

September 18 (check), October 16, November 20 

‘Marriage – A Vocation to Love’ Conference 

The second diocesan Faith in Marriage Conference is organised by CatholicCare 
Parramatta. Incorporating the Ray Reid Memorial Lecture about the blessing and graces of marriage, 
this conference is for married couples, engaged couples and any individual interested in marriage. 

Program: 

Opening & Blessing – Most Rev Anthony Fisher OP; 

Ray Reid Memorial Lecture – Dr Ryan Messmore; 

Keynotes – Prof Neil Ormerod and Ms Jo Lamble. 

Speakers will share their insights, observations and experiences for building and enriching marriages. 

Date: Sunday 24 August, from 9.30am-4.30pm. 

Venue: Edith Angel Hall, Our Lady of Mercy College, Ross Street, Parramatta. 

 Registration: $25 per person ($50 per couple) includes lunch, morning and afternoon tea and is 
payable prior to the Conference. To register tel (02) 9933 0222,marriage@ccss.org.au 

 

mailto:vocations@parra.catholic.org.au
mailto:marriage@ccss.org.au
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 Vocation Discernment Afternoon 

All young men who feel God might be calling them to the priesthood are invited to the Catholic 
Diocese of Parramatta’s Vocation Discernment Afternoon. To find out more about priesthood in the 
Catholic Diocese of Parramatta contact Fr Warren Edwards – Vocations Director tel 0409 172 700 or 
email:vocations@parra.catholic.org.au  Visit: www.parra.catholic.org.au/vocations   and www.parra.
catholic.org.au/holyspiritseminary  

 Date: Sunday 24 August, starts at 2pm and concludes with pizza at 6pm. 

 Venue: Holy Spirit Seminary, 31-33 Allen Street, Harris Park. 

 13th Annual Diocesan Shopping Trip 

This year the Shopping Trip is raising funds for CatholicCare’s family support program with Holy 
Family Services at Marayong. We will visit more than 15 factory outlets on a shopping extravaganza, 
which includes a bistro lunch. The shopping tour companies will pay our tour group a commission on 
the total retail sales. Last year we raised $4000 with 115 passengers travelling on three coaches, 
found some fabulous bargains and had a great day out. 

Date: Saturday 15 November 2014. 

Departs from 2 points: 

7am – Burns T-Way Station (off Old Windsor Rd), Kellyville (on-site parking); 

7am - Information Kiosk, Panthers Leagues Club, Penrith (on-site parking).   

Cost: $55 adults, $45 concession, $20 children 5-17. 

Bookings close 17 October: Virginia Knight tel 0413 60 75 71, knightofgin@bigpond.com 

Linga Longa in Yarrawonga  

 Join the Social Group from Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish at Greystanes for a six-day tour of 
Yarrawonga and the surrounding area including Glenrowan, Beechworth, Bright and Echuca. 
Yarrawonga is famous for its climate and diverse attractions. Visit Ned Kelly’s home town, have 
dinner on board a Murray River paddle steamer, and enjoy mountain scenery in the Victorian Alps. 

  Date: 26-31 October. Book now, places filling fast. 

  Cost: $795 per person twin share (+$175 single supplement).   

  Bookings: Marie (02) 9896 7046, 0414 782 358 or Frances (02) 9636 5548, 0421 027 119. 

  

  

mailto:vocations@parra.catholic.org.au
http://www.parra.catholic.org.au/vocations
http://www.parra.catholic.org.au/holyspiritseminary
http://www.parra.catholic.org.au/holyspiritseminary
mailto:knightofgin@bigpond.com
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Faith at the Fiddler 

A forum for young people aged 18-35 to come together to discuss issues of faith and spirituality in 
the warm and friendly atmosphere of Sydney’s most famous pub. This month’s speaker is Fr Brendan 
Purcell. Topic: ‘From Big Bang to Big Mystery – Human Origins in light of Creation and Evolution’. An 
initiative of the Diocese of Parramatta and Catholic Education Parramatta. 

Date: Thursday 28 August 2014, from 5pm-7pm. 

Venue: The Mean Fiddler, cnr Commercial & Windsor Rds, Rouse Hill. 

Details: Steven Buhagiar – Catholic Education, Parramatta, sbuhagiar@parra.catholic.edu.au 

‘Cake & Cuppa’ with the Poor Clares 

Come along to an open afternoon ‘Cake & Cuppa’ with the Poor Clare Sisters at their new property 
at North Richmond. Spiritual accompaniment is readily given and there is a self-contained Guest 
Hermitage available at present. 

 Date: Saturday 30 August, from 2pm-4pm. 

 Venue: The Poor Clare Monastery, 96 Brahma Road, North Richmond. 

 Inquiries: tel (02) 4571 4610, pclares@tpg.com.au 

  ‘Life, Family & Freedom’ – World Congress of Families 

At the Regional Meeting of the World Congress of Families in Melbourne His Eminence, Cardinal 
Raymond Burke, will give the keynote address: ‘Natural Law and Conscience – Key to Freedom and 
to the Integrity of Marriage and the Family’. Other speakers include Most Rev Peter Elliott, Auxiliary 
Bishop to Southern Region, Archdiocese of Melbourne, and the Hon Bernie Finn MLC. Preregistration 
is essential. 

 Date: Saturday 30 August 2014, starts 9am. 

 Venue: St Patrick’s Parish Hall, 16 Childers St, Mentone, VIC. 

 Registration: Babette Francis tel (03) 9822 5218, babette@endeavourforum.org.au 

 

 The Bishop’s Father’s Day Appeal – Caring for Those Who Cared 

 Pope Francis tweeted, “Support your priests with your love and prayers, that they may always be 
shepherds after Christ’s heart.” Some of our shepherds have retired from active ministry and the 
Clergy Support Foundation was established to assist them in their retirement. Your contribution the 
Bishop’s Annual Father’s Day Appeal for Retired Priests is a way of acknowledging the priests who 
have ministered throughout our Diocese over the years and are now in need of assistance. Please 
give generously to this tax-deductible appeal. 

 Dates: 6 & 7 September. 

 Make a donation online: www.csfparra.org.au 

mailto:sbuhagiar@parra.catholic.edu.au
mailto:pclares@tpg.com.au
mailto:babette@endeavourforum.org.au
http://www.csfparra.org.au/
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 Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekend 

 A Marriage Enrichment experience for married couples. During the weekend, couples have a unique 
opportunity to reconnect, rekindle and refresh their relationship. Invest in your most precious asset 
… your marriage! 

 Dates: 12-14 September. 

 Venue: Mt Carmel Retreat Centre, Varroville. 

 Inquiries & bookings: Ardell & Bill Sharpe tel (02) 4283 3435 
or wsharpe@bigpond.net.au  www.wwme.org.au 

 Facebook: www.facebook.com/WWMEasternUnit 

  

Alpha Training Day 

In response to interest and as part of the Diocesan Pastoral Plan, Faith in Our Future, the Pastoral 
Planning Office has organised a training day for parishes interested in training lay leaders to run the 
‘Alpha in a Catholic Context’ program in their community. Alpha is a proven and inexpensive 
evangelising initiative that has already been run by a number of parishes in our Diocese with great 
impact, assisting to grow and share the faith of their members. 

 

 Details: Daniel Ang – Director, Pastoral Planning Office, tel (02) 9831 4911. 

 Date: Saturday 13 September, from 10am-3pm. 

 Venue: Institute for Mission, 1-5 Marion Street, Blacktown (downstairs in the Diocesan Assembly 
Centre). 

 Registration closes 20 August: places are limited and lunch will be provided. To register, contact the 
Pastoral Planning Office on (02) 9831 4911, office@ifm.org.au 

 

The Gospel of John Broken Bay Bible Conference 

With the theme ‘Joy Made Complete’, everyone is welcome to this two-day conference uncovering 
fresh insights into John’s Gospel with prominent Australian Johannine scholars Rev Fr Francis 
Moloney SDB, Assoc Prof Mary Coloe PBVM and Most Rev David Walker, Bishop Emeritus of Broken 
Bay. 

Dates: 12-13 September. 

Venue: Caroline Chisholm Centre, Pennant Hills. 

Cost: $50 for both days, or $25 for one day. 

Registrations close 24 August. Visit www.dbb.org.au/bible tel (02) 9847 0448 
registrations@dbb.org.au 

mailto:wsharpe@bigpond.net.au
http://www.wwme.org.au/
http://www.facebook.com/WWMEasternUnit
mailto:office@ifm.org.au
http://www.dbb.org.au/bible
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 Blackheath Reflection Morning 
A joint venture of Aquinas Academy and Catalyst for Renewal. This month, ‘Learning to Know When 
You’re Done With School’ (I Cor 13:12) with Fr Michael Whelan SM. Come and enjoy the reflection, 
silence and solitude in peaceful surrounds. Entry by donation, no need to book, and morning tea 
provided. 

Date: Saturday 20 September, from 10am-1pm. 

Venue: Sacred Heart Parish Hall, cnr Sturt and Wentworth Sts, Blackheath. 

Details: Carmen Vanny tel (02) 4787 8706. 

 Towards a Better World Conference 

The 4th National Conference on the Pastoral Care of Migrants and Refugees is designed to explore a 
range of issues affecting refugees and asylum seekers including education, development and 
regional protection. The conference is organised by the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference 
through the Australian Catholic Migrant and Refugee Office (ACMRO). Day 1 provides a religious 
perspective around Catholic teaching on migration, pastoral care of migrants and refugees and 
religious diversity. Days 2 & 3 will focus on multiculturalism, global and local migration trends, 
human trafficking, climate-induced displacement, children in detention, Australia's refugee and 
asylum policies, in particular Manus Island and Nauru. 

Dates: 1-3 October. 

Venue: Australian Catholic University, MacKillop Campus, North Sydney. 

Details: www.acmro.catholic.org.au 

Early bird registration closes 5 September: tel ACMRO (02) 6201 9848 or register online 
at http://bit.ly/1oaqabD 

   

 Permanent Diaconate Information Afternoon 

A Deacon is called by Christ to serve the Church and the world through a ministry of Altar, the Word 
and Charity. Single men over the age of 21 and married men aged 35 years and over who are 
interested in finding out more about the Ordained Ministry of the Permanent Deacon in the Catholic 
Diocese of Parramatta are invited to an information afternoon. 

 Date: Sunday 5 October, from 2pm-5pm. 

 Venue: St Anthony’s Parish Hall, 27 Aurelia Street, Toongabbie. 

 Inquiries: tel (02) 9631 3316, secretary@stanthonyschurch.org.au 

 

http://www.acmro.catholic.org.au/
http://catholic.us6.list-manage.com/track/click?u=27a6366f073b6e99b3ff9187f&id=099be49892&e=05039330ee
mailto:secretary@stanthonyschurch.org.au
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Bulletin Board  

 

                                                                                                                   

 

IT’S ALL GOOD DRIVING SCHOOL 

Experienced Male & Female Instructors 

Low Risk Driving trainers Accredited 
Manual & Auto cars 
Rewards program                          
Gift Vouchers available 
www.itsallgooddriving.com 
 
For further details contact Connie or Vince 

T: 9831 4663           9831 GOOD 
M: 0439 255 483    0439 ALL GUD 
 

http://www.itsallgooddriving.com/

